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Father of Light, Life and Love,  

We praise you and thank you for gathering a people 

from every race, land and language to be the Body 

of Christ in our own time and place.  

  

Washed in the waters of baptism, summoned and 

sent by your Word, strengthened and renewed by 

the Eucharist, we share in Christ’s mission, 

becoming a living sign of reconciliation and peace.  



We are called to prepare for the coming of your 

kingdom, responding to the changing needs of the 

people in the Diocese of St. Cloud, building a world 

of communion and justice.  

 

By your spirit enlighten, enliven, and guide us as we 

journey together through this Planning Process to 

the fullness of life in Christ. Be with us and grant us 

your peace, we pray through Christ our Lord.  

 

Amen. 





 We will need to collaborate and cooperate more as Area Catholic 

Communities for the sake of our mission.  

 Independent parishes cannot be sustained as a model for the future. 

We are one Body of Christ in the Diocese of St. Cloud, though 

worshiping and living in parishes throughout the diocese. We depend 

on one another to keep the faith alive. When the cultures and gifts 

of each parish are united together, we are able to accomplish more.  

 The finances of each parish will continue to be separate. Each parish 

will maintain it is own finance council and maintain its own 

accounts.  

                                        (Diocesan Planning Office / Bishop Kettler) 



The Church exists from age to age to proclaim the Gospel 

and to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Standing on the 

foundation laid by the preceding generations, the Diocese 

of Saint Cloud seeks to foster vibrancy for the sake of 

Jesus Christ. The current 131 parishes within our Diocese 

are home to 125,000 Catholics across central Minnesota. 

By 2021 it will be served by 47 priests.  

(Diocesan Planning Office / Bishop Kettler) 



Every generation has its gifts and challenges. In the 

present age, we are facing a decline in Catholic population 

and priest across the Diocese. To continue to thrive, we are 

inviting these Eucharistic communities to come together to 

intentionally collaborate for the mission of the universal 

Church. 

(Diocesan Planning Office / Bishop Kettler) 



Every parish in the Diocese of Saint Cloud will be part of an 

Area Catholic Community consisting of two or more 

parishes in a given area. All ACC will collaborate to provide 

for the pastoral and spiritual needs of all. As ACC share 

resources, talents and efforts we hope to reenergize 

Catholics and so all  parishes thrive in the Diocese of Saint 

Cloud. 

(Diocesan Planning Office / Bishop Kettler) 



 
 As Catholic Christians by virtue of our baptism, we have the 

responsibility to carry out the priestly, prophetic, and kingly 
roles in the parish and community 

 Every parish has something unique and special to bring to the 
ACC 

 Leaders from each parish together play an important role in 
providing the leadership for the needs of the whole Area 
Catholic Community 

 Every Area Catholic Community celebrates the Sunday Eucharist 
weekly  

(Diocesan Planning Office / Bishop Kettler) 
 



 

 Intentional collaboration between all area parishes 

will need to happen to meet the pastoral and 

spiritual needs of all, including fostering vocations 

and evangelization 

 Everyone serving in leadership positions will need 

strong, on-going formation according to their role 

 Every Area Catholic Community will determine the 

best approach for good stewardship of facilities, 

financing, staff and programs to meet the pastoral 

and spiritual needs of the ACC 



 

 Every parishioner will have access to Sunday 

Eucharist with 25-30 miles 

 Priests will celebrate only 3 Masses on a given 

weekend (not including funerals/weddings) unless 

given special permission from the Bishop 

(Diocesan Planning Office / Bishop Kettler) 





Mass times: Saturday - 4:30, 4:30  

     Sunday – 7:30, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 10:30 

 

Parish Members Households Marriages 
Infant 

Baptisms 
Deaths 

Seating 

Capacity 
Oct. #’s 

% of Seating 

Capacity 

used 

  St 

Michael 
1,475 709 3 5 14 800 256 32% 

  St Paul 1,713 703 5 20 19 700 266 38% 

  St Peter 1,115 520 1 10 16 400 200 50% 

  St 

Joseph 
1,068 550 2 5 23 350 140 40% 

  Totals 5,371 2,482 11 40 72 2,250  862   



March 2019 
Name ACC Transition Council members 

Communication Rollout 

ACC News in bulletin regarding the planning process 

March 26 Parish Hall meeting 
 

April-June 2019 
Area Planning Council members participate in a Formation Day 

Central MN Catholic – April Edition 

Social Media rollout - Diocese 

Have a first ACC Transition Council meeting 
 

July 1, 2019  
ACC takes effect 
 

December 30, 2019 
Every ACC Transition Council submits a plan to the Planning Office outlining goals,  

timelines and begins implementation during the next 2-3 years 

 



Our ACC Transition Council - St Peter, St Paul, St Michael,  
St Joseph (Waite Park)  

 A transition council has been appointed (representatives from 
each parish) Fr. Timothy and Fr. LeRoy and 10 others. 

 This council will discuss best practices for staffing, faith 
formation, programs, committees/meetings, use of parish 
space, finalizing new Mass time schedule. 

 Transition council will look and discuss the parish bulletins, 
websites, parish activities, and liturgies, etc.  

 Transition council will look and discuss other needs as they 
become apparent (i.e. communication, branding or naming our 
Area Catholic Community, etc.) 
 



The 

Mission 

Of Jesus 

Christ 

 

Gather 
Information 

Focus the 
Information 

Identify 
Concerns 
and Issues 

Create 
Objectives 

Create 
Action 
Steps 

Implement 
and Assess 

Evaluate 

Transformation Invitation 

Imagination Action 



1. How many priests will serve / staff these 4 

parishes? 

2. Will the ACC Transition Council be looking at office 

locations and staffing? 

3. How will Faith Formation be affected among the 4 

parishes? 

4. How will liturgy be affected among the 4 parishes? 

 



Homa Bay Delegation 

March 3-19 



Lord God, you alone are holy, and your 

holiness is seen in the lives of the 

saints. 

You called Saint Cloud to serve your 

people in the priesthood and he, in 

turn, humbled himself in the world for 

your sake. 

May his prayers and example encourage 

us to serve you as priestly people. 

 



Through his intercession, may we follow 

Jesus more faithfully and live as a people 

holy in your sight.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

Good night and thank you for coming! 


